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Ever wanted to pen a mystery story? Conni will host Edmonton mystery author Janice MacDonald 
for a lively evening of Q & A, where you’ll learn all about how Janice created the central characters 
and key relationships in her highly successful Randy Craig series of mystery books.

Thu Mar 19 | 7:00 - 8:30 pm

L I B R A R Y
P I C K S  O F
T H E  W E E K

Next Thursday, we welcome mystery author Janice MacDonald for a lively evening of 
Q&A on building characters and relationships in detective fiction stories. In that vein, 
we offer you a hand-picked selection of popular mystery books!

THE EYE OF THE BEHOLDER
BY JANICE MacDONALD
 Of course, we had to feature 
Janice MacDonald’s latest novel! 
Released in 2018, The Eye of the 
Beholder takes Miranda “Ran-
dy” Craig, reluctant sleuth and 
sessional university lecturer, 
from the Pacific coast of Mexico 
to several well-known spots in 
Edmonton. When the story opens, 
Randy is on her honeymoon in 
Puerto Vallarta, but the roman-
tic beach walks and candlelit 
dinners are put on hold when a 
fellow traveller is suddenly found 
dead. From there, Randy (and 
new husband Steve) head back to 
Edmonton and through a series of 
ingeniously connected scenes that 
all somehow tie back  to the city’s 
visual arts community. Someone 
is sending encoded messages in 
staged murder art pieces but who 
are the messages for?
 -- Linda S.

THE HIDDEN STAIRCASE
BY CAROLYN KEENE
 As the star of one of the most 
iconic mystery series ever written, 
the plucky teenage sleuth named 
Nancy Drew has been taking 
young readers on her adventures 
for 90 years and The Hidden 
Staircase is considered one of 
her best. Nancy agrees to solve a 
mystery at an old mansion where 
the occupants have been hearing 
strange noises and noticing small 
items disappearing. This leads 
her across the path of a menacing 
real estate tycoon who might have 
something to do with the concur-
rent disappearance of a landown-
er (who is coincidentally being 
represented by Nancy’s attorney 
father, Carson Drew). Meanwhile, 
she discovers an identicial man-
sion close by. Could it be a clue? 
You’ll have to check out the book, 
audiobook or movie to find out! 
-- Sally N.

DVDs

1. Ford v Ferrai
2. Jojo Rabbit
3. A Beautiful Day in the 

Neighbourhood
4. Parasite
5. 1917
6. Joker
7. Hustlers
8. Maleficent
9. Terminator: Dark Fate 
10. Ad Astra 

CDs

1. Now Thats What I 
Call Music! Vol. 72 

2. Treat Myself 
3. Rare*                 
4. Manic*
5. Father of All* 
6. Now Thats What I 

Call Music! Vol. 71 
7. High Road 
8. Nightfall*  
9. Grammy Nominees 2020       
10. Everyday Life*
 
*available instantly as a  
digital download

THE GUARDIANS
BY JOHN GRISHAM
    In the small Florida town of 
Seabrook, lawyer Keith Russo is 
shot dead at his desk one night. 
There are no witnesses and no 
clues but the police soon suspect 
Quincy Miller, a man who was 
once a client of Russo’s. Tried, 
convicted, and sent to prison for 
life, Miller has spent more than 
twenty years behind bars, main-
taining his innocence. In despera-
tion, he writes a letter to Guardian 
Ministries, a small non-profit run 
by Cullen Post, a lawyer who is 
also an Episcopal minister.
Post travels the country fighting 
wrongful convictions for those 
forgotten by the system. With 
Quincy Miller, though, he gets far 
more than he bargained for. Pow-
erful, ruthless people murdered 
Keith Russo, and they do not want 
Quincy Miller exonerated.
-- Steve G.

A STUDY IN SCARLET
BY ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE
 Originally published in 1887, 
this is the very first Sherlock 
Holmes mystery. It starts with 
Dr. Watson returning to London 
after being injured the Second 
Afghanistan War. Looking for 
somewhere to rent, he is pointed in 
the direction of Sherlock Holmes, 
and a legendary partnership is 
born. Soon a mysterious murder is 
committed in a deserted house on 
the shadowy outskirts of London 
and Watson finds himself inves-
tigating alongside Holmes, while 
Inspectors Gregson and Lestrade 
of Scotland Yard bumble from one 
false conclusion to the next. The 
clues lead Holmes to the strange 
story of a kidnapped bride in Salt 
Lake City and a pair of vicious 
perpetrators who flee the U.S. for 
Russia, eventually meeting  their 
comeuppance in the U.K.
-- Karran H.


